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§551.1 Semipostal Stamp Program.

The Semipostal Stamp Program is
established under the Semipostal Au-
thorization Act, Public Law 106-253, 114
Stat. 634 (2000), as amended by Public
Law 107-67, section 652, 115 Stat. 514
(2001). The Office of Stamp Services has
primary responsibility for admin-
istering the Semipostal Stamp Pro-
gram. The Office of Accounting, Fi-
nance, Controller has primary respon-
sibility for the financial aspects of the
Semipostal Stamp Program.

[67 FR 5215, Feb. 5, 2002]

§551.2 Semipostal stamps.

Semipostal stamps are stamps that
are sold for a price that exceeds the
postage value of the stamp. The dif-
ference between the price and postage
value of semipostal stamps, also known
as the differential, less an offset for
reasonable costs, as determined by the
Postal Service, consists of a contribu-
tion to fund causes determined by the
Postal Service to be in the national
public interest and appropriate. Funds
are to be transferred to selected recipi-
ent executive agencies, as defined
under 5 U.S.C. 105. The office of Stamp
Services determines the print quan-
tities of semipostal stamps. The use of
semipostal stamps shall be voluntary
on the part of postal patrons.

§551.3 Procedure for selection of
causes and recipient executive
agencies.

The Postal Service is authorized to
select causes and recipient executive
agencies to receive funds raised
through the sale of semipostal stamps.
The procedure for selection of causes
and recipient executive agencies is as
follows:

(a) In advance of the issuance of a
semipostal stamp, the office of Stamp
Services will publish a request for pro-
posals in the FEDERAL REGISTER invit-
ing interested persons to submit pro-
posals for a cause and recipient execu-
tive agencies for a future semipostal
stamp. The notice will specify the be-
ginning and ending dates of the period
during which proposals may be sub-
mitted. The notice will also specify the
approximate period in which the
semipostal stamp for which proposals
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are solicited is to be sold. The office of
Stamp Services may publicize the re-
quest for proposals through other
means, as it determines in its discre-
tion.

(b) Proposals will be received by the
office of Stamp Services, which will re-
view each proposal under §551.4.

(c) Those proposals that the office of
Stamp Services determines satisfy the
requirements of §551.4 will be for-
warded for consideration by the Citi-
zens’ Stamp Advisory Committee,
which is described in Administrative
Support Manual (ASM) section 644.5.
For availability of ASM 644.5, contact
the Office of Stamp Services (202) 268-
2319.

(d) The Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee will review eligible pro-
posals forwarded by the office of Stamp
Services. Based on the proposals sub-
mitted, the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee will make recommenda-
tions on a cause and eligible recipient
executive agency(ies) to the post-
master general. If no eligible proposals
are recommended, the Postal Service
will solicit additional proposals
through publication of a notice in the
FEDERAL REGISTER and through other
means as it determines in its discre-
tion.

(e) Meetings of the Citizens’ Stamp
Advisory Committee are closed, and
deliberations of the Citizens’ Stamp
Advisory Committee are predecisional
in nature.

(f) The postmaster general will act on
the recommendations of the Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee. The deci-
sion of the postmaster general shall
consist of the final agency decision.

(g) The office of Stamp Services will
notify the executive agency(ies) in
writing of a decision designating the
agency(ies) as recipients of funds from
a semipostal stamp.

(h)(1) A proposal submission may des-
ignate one or two recipient executive
agencies to receive funds, but if more
than one executive agency is proposed,
the proposal must specify the percent-
age shares of differential revenue, net
of the Postal Service’s reasonable
costs, to be given to each agency. If
percentage shares are not specified, it
is presumed that the proposal intends
that the funds be split evenly between
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the agencies. If more than two recipi-
ent executive agencies are proposed to
receive funds and the proposal is se-
lected, the proposal is treated as pre-
scribed by paragraph (h)(3) of this sec-
tion.

(2) If more than one proposal is sub-
mitted for the same cause, and the pro-
posals would have different executive
agencies receiving funds, the funds
would be evenly divided among the ex-
ecutive agencies, with no more than
two agencies being designated to re-
ceive funds, as determined by the vice
president and consumer advocate.

(3) Within 10 days of receipt of a no-
tice indicating that it has been se-
lected to receive funds, a selected agen-
cy could request a proportionately
larger share if it can demonstrate that
its share of total funding of the cause
from other sources (excluding any addi-
tional funds available as a result of the
semipostal stamp) exceeds that of the
other recipient executive agency. The
request must be in writing and must be
sent to the manager of Stamp Services.
In those cases, the determination re-
garding the proportional share to be di-
vided among the recipient executive
agencies is made by the Postal Serv-
ice’s vice president and consumer advo-
cate.

(i) As either a separate matter, or in
combination with recommendations on
a cause and a recipient executive agen-
cy(ies), the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee will recommend to the
postmaster general a design (i.e., art-
work) for the semipostal stamp. The
postmaster general will make a final
determination on the design to be fea-
tured.

§551.4 Submission requirements and
selection criteria.

(a) Proposals on recipient executive
agencies and causes must satisfy the
following requirements:

(1) Interested persons must timely
submit an original and 20 copies of the
proposal. For purposes of this section,
interested persons include, but are not
limited to, individuals, corporations,
associations, and executive agencies
under 5 U.S.C. 105. Interested persons
submitting proposals are also encour-
aged to submit an Adobe Acrobat (.pdf)
file saved on a 3.5 inch diskette or CD-
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ROM diskette containing the entire
contents of the submission. In extraor-
dinary circumstances, the office of
Stamp Services may, in its discretion,
consider a late-filed proposal.

(2) The proposal submission must be
signed by the individual or a duly au-
thorized representative and must pro-
vide the mailing address, phone num-
ber, fax number (if available), and E-
mail address (if available) of a des-
ignated point of contact.

(3) The submission must describe the
cause and the purposes for which the
funds would be spent.

(4) The submission must demonstrate
that the cause to be funded has broad
national appeal, and that the cause is
in the national public interest and fur-
thers human welfare. Respondents are
encouraged to submit supporting docu-
mentation demonstrating that funding
the cause would benefit the national
public interest.

(6) The submission must be accom-
panied by a letter from an executive
agency or agencies on agency letter-
head representing that:

(1) it is an executive agency as de-
fined under 5 U.S.C. 105,

(ii) it is willing and able to imple-
ment the proposal, and

(iii) it is willing and able to meet the
requirements of the Semipostal Au-
thorization Act, if it is selected. The
letter must be signed by a duly author-
ized representative of the agency.

(b) Proposal submissions become the
property of the Postal Service and are
not returned to interested persons who
submit them. Interested persons who
submit proposals are not entitled to
any remuneration, compensation, or
any other form of payment, whether
their proposal submissions are selected
or not, for any reason.

(c) The following persons are dis-
qualified from submitting proposals:

(1) Any contractor of the Postal
Service that may stand to benefit fi-
nancially from the Semipostal Stamp
Program; or

(2) Members of the Citizens’ Stamp
Advisory Committee and their imme-
diate families, and employees or con-
tractors of the Postal Service, and
their immediate families, who are in-
volved in any decision-making related
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